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SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS:
A GUIDE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS
[image: image3.jpg]



What are Special Educational Needs?
According to the Department for Education, children have special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty, which calls for special educational provision to be made for them.
Children have a learning difficulty if they:
· have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age; or 
· have a disability, which prevents or hinders them from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority. 
Special educational needs may relate to children’s:
· Communication and interaction (C&I) – for example, speaking and listening skills, how they interact with adults and other children 
· Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) – for example, how well they behave, how they deal with their emotions like anger and frustration, and whether they are good at turn taking, sharing and playing/working with others. 
· Sensory and/or physical (S&P) – for example, difficulties with small movements like holding a pencil or difficulties with balance and large-scale movements. 
· Cognition and learning difficulties (C&L) – for example, understanding and remembering what they have learnt and being able to use this learning in different ways. Concentrating and focusing on their learning. 
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How will I know if my child has Special Educational Needs (SEN)?
If your child has been to Nursery, you may already know or suspect that your child has SEN and you may even have been given individual targets for them to work towards. Some children may have special needs that are not picked up at Nursery, but are identified by the class teacher during their school career. All children will need time to settle in to school and teachers recognise this when they assess all of the children very carefully in their first few weeks with us. If we think that your child has SEND and may need some extra help with their learning, your child’s teacher will talk through any concerns with you.
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What should I do if I think my child has SEN?
Talk to your child’s teacher and share any worries that you have. We can only help if we know that you have concerns and you tell us what they are. Talk to your child’s teacher at the end of the day or pick up the phone and give us a call.
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My child has Special Educational Needs, what happens next?
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· We will identify how much support your child needs in order to make good progress with their learning and who can help with this. 
· We will give your child some targets, which we will discuss with you. 
· We will tell you how we will support your child at school so that they can meet their targets as quickly as possible. 
· We will ask you to help your child at home and we will give you some ideas of how to do this. 
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How will my child be supported in school?
We will all work together to support your child. After discussions with you, the class teacher will decide on the support that your child needs and the teaching assistant will work with the class teacher to put that support in place.
The class teacher and the teaching assistant will also work with the Special Needs Co-ordinator, who is the teacher who has responsibility for SEN provision across the school. Together they will ensure that your child gets a range of support which may include small group work, 1:1 working with an adult, support in the classroom during whole class teaching time and very specific teaching, for example speech and language support where this is needed. Every child is different so the support they get will be specific to them. Your child will have a Individual Support Plan (ISP) that sets out planned provision and you will be asked to contribute to this, discuss the suggested targets and how you can support your child by working on their targets at home.
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How can you help at home?
YOUR SUPPORT AT HOME IS VERY IMORTANT and everyone can help! Your child will not make the best progress without your help at home. Your class teacher will talk with you about the best ways to help and will give some simple suggestions. These are often short, simple tasks or activities but they need to be done often – usually every day!
This will make ALL the difference to the speed of your child’s progress!
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Who else may be involved in supporting my child?
Langshott Primary School has a team of people who can support your child in school. These include:
· Your child’s class teacher 
· Teaching Assistants (TA)
· The Special Needs Co-ordinator (Mrs Mehta) 
· ELSA (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant- Mrs Pearson)
· Special Needs Assistants (SNAs)  
· The School Nurse 
Sometimes we need to get the expertise of colleagues who do not work in school and we may invite them in to work with your child.
These could include:
· Speech and language therapist 
· CAMHS (Child Adolescent Mental Health Services)
· GP / Paediatrician
· Educational psychologist 
· Behaviour Support team 
· Language and Literacy team 
· Hearing Support 
· Visual Support Advisory teacher 
· Occupational Therapy
We would always ask your permission before involving outside agencies like these.
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Will my child always have Special
Educational Needs?
Is SEN a label for life?
All children are unique! We recognise that children learn at different rates and that there are many factors affecting progress, including ability, emotional state, age and maturity. Many children, at some time in their school career, may experience difficulties that affect their learning. These may be long or short term.
Whatever your child’s needs, getting in early and supporting children as soon as we can gives them the best chance of making the best possible progress. Your child’s progress will constantly be reviewed and new targets set and we will meet with you every term to discuss these. Don’t be worried, identifying that a child has SEN is NOT a label; it is a positive step towards giving a child the tools that they need to learn. If a child has these tools and gets them early, they have the opportunity to experience real success and to celebrate their achievements. Not acknowledging SEN does not make it go away.
Approximately 20% of all children have special educational needs at some time during their school life!
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Common Questions...
What is a Individual Support Plan?
An ISP or a Individual Support Plan is the plan that sets out your child’s targets and how we will meet them. These are agreed between the teacher, the child and with parents or carers. We really value your thoughts and ideas about your child’s ISP. We will also share how you can support your child at home in order to help them to meet their targets.
What is ‘intervention’?
Intervention is what we call the support that children may be involved in to meet their targets. For example, your child may be involved with a handwriting intervention group or perhaps they would have a 1:1 reading intervention twice a week. The type of intervention and the frequency will vary from child to child. It is worth noting that ALL children in the school go out in small groups throughout the day for a range of reasons. As a result, children receiving targeted intervention for SEN will not miss out on any teaching or be identified by their peers as having special needs.
What is the SEN register?
If a child is identified as having a special need, the school is required to keep a note of this and to keep records of the support that we put in place, this is the SEN register. It remains in school and from time to time the local authority will ask us how many children we have on the register. This is to make sure that we can monitor the progress of your child and all of the children with SEN to
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ensure they get the best provision. The government also gives the school an amount of money for some of the children on the SEN register to help us to provide the resources that children may need.
I have heard terms like School Action and Statement, what do they mean?
The government has recently changed the law about SEN and we no longer have the categories of School Action and School Action Plus. All children who need to be on the SEN register will be known as needing SEN Support. This means that your child has been identified as having an additional need that requires action from the school. We will then set targets in a Individual Support Plan (ISP) which states what their needs are and how we will meet them together.
If we find that your child is not making sufficient progress on SEN Support, we will talk to you about calling on the expertise of outside agencies to help us to support your child more effectively. As teachers, we will never diagnose children’s difficulties, this is not our role, we would need to refer children on to another agency if we felt a diagnosis was needed or we needed to know more about their needs. We would always ask your permission to do this!
If your child is still not making progress or their needs are complex and long term, then we would discuss with you whether we take things a step further and apply for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP). This is similar to what used to be called a Statement of Special Educational Needs.
What is an Education Health and Care Plan?
There are times when being on SEN Support does not give a child enough help. For example, if they need 1:1 adult support throughout the day. In this case, the school will apply to the local authority for an Education Health and Care Plan (EHC). This is a document that will support children and young people from 0-25 years of age as needed. The local authority looks at a range of evidence about the child’s needs and will then decide whether the child’s needs meet the criteria for an EHCP. If they do, they will allocate resources for the specific needs that are identified by the school and all the professionals involved. For example, this may mean they will pay for a few hours a week of additional adult support. The EHCP will be reviewed with you every year.

If you have any questions, please speak to your class teacher or the school’s SENDCo, Mrs Mehta. The SEN Policy and SEN Information Report are available for parents on the school website and this provides more detailed information. 
