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[image: ]Science – Livings things and their habitats (Year 4)
Outcome: To create a digital database of the environment and use classification keys to group, identify and name living things.



	Prior learning

	· Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive. (Y2– Living things and their habitats)

	· Identify that most living things live in habitats to which they are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend on each other. (Y2– Living things and their habitats)

	· Identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their habitats, including micro-habitats. (Y2– Living things and their habitats)


[image: ]Vocabulary:
Living things: organisms, specimen, species.
Grouping living things: classification, classification keys, classify, characteristics. 
Names of invertebrate animals: snails and slugs, worms, spiders, insects.
Invertebrate body parts: e.g. wing case, abdomen, thorax, antenna, segments, mandible, proboscis, prolegs.
Environmental changes: environment, environmental dangers, adapt, natural changes, climate change, deforestation, pollution, urbanisation, invasive species, endangered species, extinct.


Ideas and inspiration:                                                 
Liz Bonnin (TV Presenter & Wildlife Conservationist) 
Kelsey Archer Barnhill (Deep Sea Ecologist 
who sends robots to the seafloor to collect 
samples of different animals to study)
Enquiries
Identifying, grouping 
and classifying
-Classify living things.
-Use databases . dichotomous keys

Observing over time
- observe 
living things in their local environment at different times of the year.
Pattern seeking
-Ask questions such as:
Do animals with…have…?
Do plants with…have…?
Researching
Research plants in the wider environment.
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	Developing Knowledge and Skills

	Scientific Knowledge:

	Working Towards
	Within
	Securely Within
	Above
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	· Recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways.
	
	
	
	

	
	· Explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living things in their local and wider environment.
	
	
	
	

	
	· Recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to living things.
	
	
	
	

	Working Scientifically: Do
	Working Towards
	Within
	Securely Within
	Above
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	· Talk about criteria for grouping, sorting and classifying; and use simple keys.
	
	
	
	

	Working Scientifically: Record
	Working Towards
	Within
	Securely Within
	Above

	[image: ][image: ]
	· Gather, record, classify and present data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions. 
	
	
	
	

	Working Scientifically: Review
	Working Towards
	Within
	Securely Within
	Above
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	· Use straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support findings.  
	
	
	
	

	
	· Recognise when and how secondary sources might help to answer questions that cannot be answered through practical investigations. 
	
	
	
	

	· 
	· Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions.
	
	
	
	

	Highlights: ___________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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