
Year 3 spelling information, advice/guidance and tips for parents 

Your child has been given a spelling exercise book (purple).  They will stick their sheet in this book 

and you will find their completed test in there too.  They will bring this book home on a Thursday 

and they should bring it back to school the following Thursday – and the cycle will continue like 

this. 

The spellings are taught in class every week and we have attached an example of how this looks in 

class.  It is an interactive lesson where we explain and teach the rules for that week, as well as 

looking for other words that follow the same rules/patterns.  We will also use the common 

exception words in context.  Applying this learning to others words is a really powerful part of this 

process. Understanding what the words mean is vital and we teach the definitions in context as part 

of the lessons.  The children will have the opportunity to work on the rules and the words in the 

lesson and they will be on display in the classroom.  There are opportunities for dictionary and 

thesaurus work.  We also aim to refer to the words and spelling rules as much as possible during 

other lessons that week and we will give them opportunities to practise them (including using 

kahoot quizzes, which can also be accessed at home).  Teaching spelling is a great way to develop 

vocabulary and curiosity about words/language and the list should generate some interesting 

discussions at home. 

The weekly timetable is very busy at school and time is limited, so it is really important that all 

children work on their weekly spellings at home as well.  There is space for them to write them in 

their book but they might enjoy working on them in different ways too!   

Here are some suggestions: write them on post it notes and display them around your home (the 

bathroom mirror is a great place to look at them when brushing teeth); write them in a 

creative/colourful way; write them out and hide them around the house for your child to find; write 

them out with missing letters for your child to fill in; and ask your child to test you and they get to 

mark it!  We are sure that you have lots of great ideas and family routines too and we would love to 

hear about them or see some photos.  We could share your fantastic efforts at home in the 

newsletter and inspire others. 

We have attached an example of the spelling test script.  It is done this way every week and we 

always group the spelling rule together as this helps the children to consolidate the rule.  However, 

we do mix them up within their set of five and we advise you to do the same at home.   

Key terms for Year 3 spellings/spelling rules: 

prefix, suffix, vowel suffix, consonant suffix, letter patterns, letter string, root word, syllable, multi-

syllabic, vowel, consonant, short vowel sound, long vowel sound, word classes (verb, noun, adjective 

etc), singular, plural, tense changes, homophones, silent letters. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
(A multi-syllabic word usually has three or more syllables). 

vowel: a, e, i, o, u 

consonant: b, c, d, f, g, h, j, k, l, m, n, p, q, r, s, t, v, w, x, y, z. 

 



 

Word classes can be discovered by checking the dictionary definition of each word. 

Singular = one.  dog 

Plural = more than one.  Dogs 

 

 

 

 


