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ASD DLD

Dyslexia

Learning Difficulties ADHD

Language Delay

Down’s Syndrome
Cerebral Palsy

Dyspraxia



Communication tree
Communication 
environment

Memory
Motivation to 
communicate



Difficulties that 
might be seen in 
the classroom

Fidgets

Doesn’t 
understand

Can’t remember 
what you’ve said 

Finds it difficult 
to pick things 
up/learn new ideas

Mixes up 
words/uses the 
wrong words

Says ‘thing’ a 
lot

Jumbles ideas 
up

Doesn’t respond 
well to questions

Goes off the 
point 

One word 
answers or 
doesn’t know

Can’t think 
of words

Can’t tell stories



Why does it matter? 



How to help expressive 

language at home
Model the correct gramar

Model how they could extend their sentences

Comment rather than ask lots of questions

Frequently model key vocabulary 

Use gesture and signing to support expressive language



How to help understanding of 

language at home 
Breakdown instructions

Chunk information and use simple language

Allow time for processing

Use visuals like gesture, signing and pictures

Put new information into context

Check understanding regularly

Be aware of and limit possible distractions

Recap and summarise information



How to help speech sound 

difficulties at home
Get down to their level, show them that you are listening.

Try to focus on what they say not how they say it

Slow down your own rate of speech

Ask questions to gather more information and narrow down 
the options they could be talking about. 

Encourage them to use gesture/show you to support their 
speech if they are hard to understand.

Don’t always pretend you can understand. 



Speech and Language Therapy 

service

The Surrey County 

Council Speech and 

Language Therapy 

Service serves all of 

Surrey and we 

organise our teams by 

these quadrants.



The Balanced System

Support for children and young people is provided using 

the universal, targeted and specialist delivery model:

• Universal Services

• Targeted Services

• Specialist Services

The Balanced System (R)

https://www.thebalancedsystem.org/


Referrals

• All referrals to the service are

made via the school's 

SENCo.

• School SENCos meet termly 

with their school link therapist 

to discuss referrals and next 

steps.

• Referrals cannot be made in 

between these meetings.



EHCP Process

• As part of this statutory assessment, 

SLT may be asked for advice if there 

is evidence in the paperwork that an 

assessment is required.  

• As part of the SLT assessment 

recommendations will be made 

about whether the child requires any 

direct SLT to meet their needs. 



Team Work
We work regularly with other services including:

• Specialist Teachers In Practice (STIP)

• Educational Psychology (EP)

• Outreach services- Freemantles, Linden Bridge

• Race, Equality & Minority Achievement (REMA)

• Physical and sensory support (PSS)

• Access to Education (A2E)

• Hearing Impairment (HI)



Onward Referrals
Sometimes children need to be seen by other services:

• Child who are stammering

• Child who have voice difficulties

• Children and Young People requiring SLT as a result of a 

medical condition (e.g. acquired brain injury)

• Children with a cleft palate

• ENT

• Nuffield Dyspraxia


